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MOLLYUSES OF THOMPSON'S LAKE, ILLINOCIS.

BY W, & STRODE, M. Ik, BERNADOITE, ILL,

The heautifal Anodonte suborbiculaln of Say has a sparse distri-
bution and is rarely found in considerable numbers,

T know of but one loeality in Illinois where it is to be found in
abundance.  This place is a still heautiful lake, five miles long by
one in hreadth, with an average depth of from five to eight foet; the
bottoem a miztire of black mud and sand ;) the shovesand n bondred
acres or s0 at each end covered with a growth of pond Lilies.

For a half century this lake has been a great fishing resort.
With seines five hundred yards long, trammel and funnel nets,
hook and line, spears, etc., immense quantities of fish are annually
taken from its waters; great Buffalo, Cat-fish, Shovel-fish, Juck-
salmen and a half dozen kinds of Sunfish, Bass, Pike and Pickerel.

State Genlogist Worthen (deceased) seems to have been the only
naturaiist who discovered the conchological richness of the lake,
and he kept the discovery to himself, collecting large quantities of
the Ano. suborbiculata Say and corputenta Cpr. and sending them
to colleetors and niseams all over the world.

In the sammer of 1890 I made a careful search for the Unionide
and found it containing but four species: Unio anodontoides lea,
and parvus Bar., and Ano. suborbiculata Bay, and corpulenta Cpr.

But the abundance of the two Anodontas make up for the lack
of specivs.  In some places the bottons of the lake seemed to be lit-
erally paved with the suborbiculata.  With a six-tined potato-dig-
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ger I would sometimes bring np five orsix at a haa); and if the figh §
ermen happened to be making a draw with the great seine, g half §
barrel of them would sometimes be drawn out at ofice,~~many of .
them great besutiful adult shells nearly asiarge as a common digner
plate, the epidermis all intact, the stillness of the water and freadom
from acid cauging but little erosion. The younger shells in their
besutiful iridesence, seem to have eanght the tints reflected from
the green woods, the blue sky and sparkling stars.

The other Anodonta, the corpulenta was not so plentiful i the
deeper water that the suborbiculata seemed to prefer, but nearer the
ghores in shallow water, more or less shaded bv the broad leaves of
the water lily, many of them could be found. The umbones of thi
mussel, as found in this lake, more nearly approach perfection than
in any other species,

Associated with this mollusk, amoeng the water lilies, were areal
nurmbers of Vivipara contectoides Binney and intertexta Say and
also more or less of the Physa heterostropha Say.

In collecting and handling these fragile shells much eare must be
taken as thev break as easily as egg shellss.  When removed from
the water 1 would pile them up in one end of the boat, and cover
them up from the sun with a wet blanket. When {ransferred to
my buggy (for 1 had to drive twenty miles te Bernadotte) 1 would
first line the hottom of the bed with wet grass, on which I arraneged
the mussels and then again covered them up well with ilie wel
blankets. On reaching home they were at once transferred toa
large tub containing water. They must be cleaned without the use
of hot water and immediately given a pood bath of glycerine, and
then kept in a cool place.

DEBCRIPTION OF REW SPECIES OF ANCTUS AND OLIVA'

BY JOHN FORD, PHILADELPHIA.

Anotes Pilsbryi Ford. Fig. 1,
See THE NauTiius iv, p. 81, 18865 Proc, Acad. N, 5. Phila. 1881, p. B1.
fhell rimately umbilicated, the axis imperforate ; ovate-conteal,
gpire acute, apex black ; whorls 7, slightly convex, the last some-

* Reprinted by permission, from Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila. 1881, pp. 97, 88




